
 

Council of Northern California Philatelic Societies  
 

Council Courier  
Jan - Feb 2010      www.norcalstamps.org     Volume VIII - Issue i  

Frespex 2010 Cancelled  

The 2010 Frespex show scheduled for 13 -14 March  at the Rex Phe-

bus Veterans Memorial Building in Clovis, California has been can-

celled. The Frespex Board will refund deposit and frame fees for deal-

ers and exhibitors. Apparently there was a misunderstanding on the 

dates between the Frespex Committee and Veterans Center. There-

fore the show will be on hiatus this year and return in March 2012.  
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SOPEX 2010  

SOPEX 2010 will be held in the Padgham Pavilion at the Jackson 

County EXPO Park on 10 -11 April. The Park is located on 1 Peninger 

Road, Central Point, Oregon. Saturday 10AM - 5:30 PM and Sunday 

10 AM - 4 PM. 

 

SOPEX is sponsored by the Southern Oregon Philatelic Society. On 

November 5, 1951, several men and women organized the S.O.P.S. 

During this time, they met at the Medford, Oregon YMCA and held 

their first stamp show there on May 15 -16, 1953. The club joined the 

Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs in 1954. In the 1960s, club 

meetings and shows moved to the Girlõs Community Club. 

 

Now held in conjunction with Medfordõs Pear Blossom Festival, 
SOPEX has been an annual April event since 1962. The first Pear 

Blossom cachet cover was printed in 1965 with a special Pear Blossom 

cancel. Currently, Cachet Chair Evelyn Bryan produces a regional 

historical cachet cover for the show with a USPS approved pictorial 

cancel. Since the 1970s the club also has sponsored the Fall Filatelic 

Frolic - a mini -bourse and show held in October in conjunction with 

USPSõs Stamp Collecting month.  

 

In 1974, S.O.P.S. was host to the NW Federationõs PIPEX. During the 
1970s postal history buffs in the club formed the Post Office Study 

2010 Council  

Meeting Dates  
 

 

WESTEPX : Burlingame, CA, 

Sunday 25 April, Room 4096 

@ Noon 

 

GRS&CS: Reno, NV, Satur-

day 21 August @ 1PM 

 

SACAPEX : Sacramento, CA, 

Saturday 6 November @ 1 PM  

 

PENPEX : Redwood City, CA, 

Date & Time TBD  

 



Team which took field trips to the countyõs for-

mer post office sites. In 1976, members of 

S.O.P.S. helped organize and provided covers for 

the òWings Over Oregonó commemoration of air 

mail through Medford. Club members put stamp 

collecting exhibits in the Medford post officeõs 

display case in March and  

 October. 

 

Club meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 

each month at 7:30pm at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Medford. Meetings begin with a brief 

business meeting followed by a program on some 

aspect of stamp collecting. There are quarterly 

auctions. The December meeting is a Christmas 

potluck and program. The club also holds a 

stamp exchange on the 3rd Thursday of each 

month at the same time and place. Youth collec-

tors are welcome.  

 

The S.O.P.S. is a member of the Northwest Fed-

eration of Stamp Clubs and the Council of North-

ern California Philatelic Societies and is chapter 

# 526 of the American Philatelic Society.  

 

Our thanks to Nancy Swan for providing a brief 

history of her club and the cachets used to illus-

trate the story.  
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